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A Conference between two Souldiers Meeting on the 
Roade, the one being of the Army in England, 
the other of the Army in Scotland. 
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Evgland. Ell met fellow-ſouldier, whenee doe yon come? 
. Scotland. ] come from Scotland, 
Engl, What News from thence? we heare you are begin= 
ning a new Warr. | 
Seotl. No, no, what we dee 14 is purſuance of our gord Old 
(auſe,ts fiand np for the Parliament, which we heare you bave 
forceably interrupted, aud turned ont, _ | 
 Exy/. I pray you let us Rep afide, and a little reaſon toge- 
ther : What is that good Old Canſe fo mnek ſpoken of? Were 
you a Sonldier at the firft beginning of che warr, and can re- 
member what was then Declared as the cauſe of our taking 
* ap Armes ? | 
Seotl, Yes, 4nd then I went ont for the preſervation and de- 
fence of the true Proteflant Religitn, the Kings Perſon, the Pri- 
viledgerof Parliament, and the Law aud Libertios of the ſnbjeR@. 
Engl, Let us paſſe by that of the Proteſtant Religion, which 
was ſoon after left out of our Commilſions;:; for we needed nor 
fight for a Religion, but that we might enjoy Liberty to exer- 
E-. ciſe eur Religion, How did you purſne the Cauſe? Did you, 
who are now the Army in Sret/avd. conſent to the taking away 
the Life of the King, whom you were te defend, who by the 
Laws of the Land was our Chief Raler ? 

Scot), Ter, for when wpex better information we found, That 
Rings were made for the people, and net the people for K ings - 
That men Are freeborw into the World, aud net any mans ſlave: ; 
that no man onght to have a Native aud Hereditary Right over 
others, But that the power under God t origenaly in the people, 
and to be derived from mou. o that all truſts are conditionally 
En | Cs We 
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, beleeved that the King was a wel botr'd to defend his peop.c, 


a hs people were ro be [nbjet ts him; and that if he fayled of 
the once. they were diſcharged of the ether, el: the Ring m:ght ar - 
fro them at hu p'exrſurs ; avd freding that the Ring had betr as). 
ed bu irnft, and endeavenred the rnixe of his propie; we took ouy 
ſeivss wot ovtiy bog d ts defewid our ſelver agairPt him; buy alſo 
50 Cai him to an accompl as gilt) of the bigheft erymwey for de- 
Froning 1he and of bu truft, making hy power an advantage to 
£%” Fu:DE?8, 

Eng;. Then yeu were of our mind, That the ſafety of che 
People, is the ſupreme Law; and therefore you eonſented te 
cake away tne King, What dig you for the Priviledges of Par- 
lizmenc > Doe yon not remember, That there was an A&of 
Paritanent,to which the King conſenced, as we!l as both Hou- 
(es, That the Parligment, nor eicher Houſe, ſhould not be dil. 
folved without their own conſents, or an AQ of Parliament to 
be paſſed for that purpoſe? Did you not alſo conſent to the ta« 
king away of the Honſeof Lords, which was ene of the Hon- 
(es of Par'tamens ? 

Seotl. When we forund that the Honſe of Lords, as well & the 
Kip exerciſed av Authority by Prerogative over the pecple, with. 
ut the:r conſent and deputation; it wai ſeen fit ts lay them aſide 
4lſo, & inconfillent with the peoples Libertier, 
Engl, Was net this che higheſt breach of Parliatnent Privi- 
ledges, not cnely ro interrypt, but who!ly te diſſolve one of the 
Houſes of Parliament, and that net for one Seffion onely, but 
forever? And I pray you, when Kings and Lords were taken 
2Way,Wiich were tw2 eſſentiall parts of the Parliament; wa? 
no! the Parliament then diſſolved, he being dead by whoſe 
Writs they were called, whieh gave them the being of a Par- 
Jjament, and con'd live no longer then himlelfe ? 

Sentl. No, for the Henſe of ( emmons conld not be diſſolved, 


without their own 60nſent, and an Att to be p:fſed for thr purpoſe, 
Engl. Hen eonld they be a Parliament, whicn coutd doe no 


AA of a Parliament > Or how con'd they be diflelved by an 


ARA, whennoaRtcf Parliament eould he paſſed for it ? they had 
taken x%ay the Lords, who were to adviſe,and thc King wio was 
co eznſcat, Sr, 


AY 
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DE. = * 
=, Seotl, Its very tre, aud therefore they preſently changed the 
| Government, and Doclared themſelves to be a Parliament, with- 
_ out King, or Houſe of Lords, | 

| Engl, Did they not thereby difſolve themſelves, and caſt off 
EN their former power? And then, from whom did they derive their 
E new Authority? the People onely choſe them to gee np, and to 

conſider and adviſe of the great things of the Nation with the 

| Kiagand Lords, and not to take all the power to themſelves, 
| both the Leg'i(lative and Exccutive, to doe what they lift, and 
as lovg zs they pleated, making the former AR of Parliament 
(which had no ſuch intention) a colour for. it. Bur fince you 
are {o muen for the Houſe of Commons ; whether, I-pray, did 
you £onienc tO the turning our ſ@ mnapy Members at (everall 
times? 
Scotl. Yes for we fonndihat the honeft party of the Houſe, who 
were for carrying on the good Old Canſe; were ever. voted by a 
Hd 1jor Party, and we were forced to it, or els our Cauſe had been 


Joſt. ri 
Engl, And were not thoſe moſt high breaches of the Privi- 
| lecges of that Houſe? And hew conid the remaining party be 


callcd, a free Parliament p The People chole ths whole Nam- 

ber, and gave them power ; and after you had turned out whom 

you pleaſcd, ſhould the People be bound by the reft? were they 

the Peop:es,<r Ot rather your Parliament ? But doe ye remem=- 

ber, when thoſe we ealled the haneft Party, eame from the 

Honſe to the Army, and brought their Speaker with them, and 

| lefc tne reſt who over-voted them > Did not you own the Jei- 

| {cr Party,and ferthwith goe to Loxeos, and turn out the other? 

I pray, by what Law was it dene? and whether, if either par- 

ty coulda be cailed a Parliament, the leſſer. or the greater? And 

wicther did you not in 1653, conſent to,or aſterwards approve 
tne turnivg ou? the remainder of the whole Houſe > 

Scotl, 1 wif? confeſſe we did ſo, and were frill forced to it, 

for carrying 01 that Cauſe which we were called anto ; and tocks 

3+ cur ſelves betind in Conſcience to proſecnte, for the defence of 

the Penples Liberties, 
Engl, Well, 1t ſeerps yeu grant, that for the Liberty of the 
A 23 People, 
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(4) 
People, you conſented, in flead of defending, to defirny the 
Kings Perion; in Read of preſerving Parliament Priviledges, 
wholly totake away the Honſe of Lords; andover and over, to 
19terrupt and turn ont the Members of the lower Houle ; and 
at laft to end the attingof the whole, And I pray you, Hare 
not divers BicAions been (inee made by the People, which (by 
an AR made by the King, Lords, and Commons, they had 
power to doe) make voyd, and ſupercede all former Anthori- 
ty derived from them, if any was in being, 

Seotl. 1 a wot fit to indge of theſe things : But I conceive 
tegwere a Parliament at lif, till 1653. or a new Election : Bus 
I dare wot conſent that they were diſſolved any ſooner, for many 
Aargerou conſequences would folow, and al Laws fuce mede, 
wight be rexdered invalid, to the lofſe of the whole Nation, and 
wary particular Perſon, 


and Pafſcd inone day, made voyd whatſoever had been dons 
from 1653, to 1659, without conſidering the weight and 
eancernment thereof, to the manifold dammage, not onely of 
chouſands of particular Perſons, but co the hazard of the Peace 
of the three Nations, rendering the union of Scerlend and this 


the Engliſh, and turn them ont of their Habitations in [relerd, 
and theuſands of other wiſchiefs, which was one great reaſon, 
neceſſitating the Army to put an end to their fitting. Bur 
ſhould I ceil you, that they were diſſolved in 1648. it would 


exerciſed in carrying on the work with us, nor injure the 
Rights of the people : And ſhoald I alſo (ay, that all things 
done finee the end of their ſormer ficting in 1653. that are 
parſuanc tothe eadsof our Caule, are by as good Authority ; 
there will be a5 eontradiAion to thoſe Principles, which ye 
wave walked by, and maſt own as well as we. as the warrant of 
our proceedings, whiea will juitifie us in the fight of God, 
and 11our own Conſciences, and in due time unto men, 
Sevil. / confeſſe it was raſbly dexc ts paſſe ſuch ap 4 - 
B;t3 


Exgl. They did not in this lat Convention, ſo well conſt- | 
der, who at one breath, as I way ſay, by an eAT thrice Read 


Nation invalid, and opening a way for the /riſ# to return npon_ 


neitzec repraach them, ner diminiſh chat power which they 


EET, 
Bn1 ] pray goo 0n, and tell me what other ground, or neceſſity 
yow bad to difſelve them xew, for that uu the great thing which 
fifſa ws froth w, and which we exnnr beare, 

Engl. Thongh it might ſeem a firange thing to yon, yet 
we cannot but wonder, that you who had joyned formerly in 
the like AQs of neceflicy with us; nay, we may ſay, in much 
higher ; and knew the integrity of many thouſands of your 
fellow-(onldiers in Exgland, and their defires after Tnftice, 
Righteoulneſle, and crue Freedom, ſhonld fo haſtily Publiſh a 
D eclaration, and not rather firſt ſend ſome honeſt and under- 
fjanding men to us, to be informed of the Grounds and Rea. 
ſuns of eur Proceedings, and ſhould fill perfit and pnrſne 
your Decleratios, to the bazard of the Peace, and raikng 4 
rew War in theſe Nations, which may make way fer e third 
Party to divide the (peyle, and loſe the Fruic of all our Tra- 
veils, But to (atisfic you further of eur Grounds; We that 
were upon the place, and neer them, found by dayly experi. 
ence, a heady Faction growing in the Houſe, who having x 
d:fgneto cngroſſe all power into their own hands, to make 
themſelves abſolute; & not onely cogive whatLaws chey would 
to the people; but to ſettle whar Government they liſt, and 
to perpetniate themſelves during cheir pleaſure, (who were bat 
a very few of thoſe that are intereiſed in the management and 
ſacceſſe of the ſtme Cauſe, and ought to ſhare with them, and 
be as well ſatisfied in the ſertlemenct'to be made;) Firſt, con« 
trived to bring the Army to their will, by caafing them te 
take Commiſtions from their Speaker; and then (by rayfing. 
another Force) made way to ſupplant them : that ſo, as any 
perſon ſhoald in- the leait crofle their deſigne. or ſhew a diſ- 
like to any thing they did, they might, with a Vote of the 
Houſe be layd afide, upon the leaft Informacion of any Mern- 
þ:c, wichoat blearing er Tryall, thongh the maccer was falſe ; 
which having earryed on, they preſently began to ſhew their 
farther pncpoſe ; reproved. and gave & checque to the ſobes 
and mode Petitions of the Army; a Priviiedge, chat the 
meaneſt, and fewe(? of rhe people eclayme. And without 
Picofe, or heating, pickes pinc or ten of the Chick Aﬀſſcrcors 


of 


CS) 

f> \ Likercies Ont of the Army, a2kd layes thew aHde : (45d 
=: 'urther to have proeceded with more, as is too eyi. 
&ent. All which mere folly appears by the {rms Plea, and 
Dec. 44 41:993t0 which I refer you, 

Seotl, Brt I pray you. Hew can it be lawfall for the ſtrv.iny 
toriſe up rgainft his Maſter? Did not you lately reftore them to 
the power, and «chuowledge them, and take Comm:ſſiuns at theiy 
Barr, and receive their Pay ? 

Exel, That they were Matters, and wetheir ſervants. dees 
not appear by our reftoring them ro the power, but rather the 
contrary ; and that we might as well take it from them, az give 
it to them, when they abuſed it. And as for onr owning them 
robe a Power. and regeiving Cemmttions and Pay from them ; 
they had Horne purt with us in tbe heat of rhe day, had coun- 
et!:cd, a6viſed, and acted with ns, as intercfled in the iame 
Cauſe, and we were willing, as they were the remaining per- 
tons that held out to the end of that Civill Antbority which 
God had bleſſed with us in carrying on the work, to take them 
1long w.th vs; and as heing a more popular way, then any 
fngle perſon. and mere ſutable, then me<r:y the Power of the 
Siwerd, and that which would give better content tc the peo 
»!e, till ſneh an equall and juſt ſrame ef Government eonld 
he ſetied, as might fully anſwer the ences of cur Warr, and fo 
ereat 2n expence of Blood and Treaſure, Yer give us leave 
ro te!] yeu, We were no more ſervants then they; we receie 
ved Pay, as being allowed to ns, that went a warfare for the 
people, They alſo had Pay, provided by Law proportienable 
ro thiir Expences. Are the Souldiers ſervants cotheir Officer, 
r2ecauſc from their hands they receive their Pay ? Are the Offi 
cers (ervants to the Parliament, beeaule they are payd by theisx 
Order. not out of their ewn, but the peoples Furles? And are 
no: rhe Members of Parliamert as well fervants to the peo- 
ple, who have allowanees provided for them? Yea rather, are 

90r HSth che Parliament and Army ſervants to the People, to 
preſerve and defend them, and their juſt Rights and Free. 
Jos > If tacrefore both Parliament and Army, ſhall joyn 
© deg; the geomie; May they mot both with- held their 
Pay, 


EFT 
Pay, and defend themſcly:s again? term, if they gan + 154 
che like againſt cicher, 

Scotl. { dee not well wnderfland thi, for the Pariitam:n 
7s the Body of the People ; and they Calrd, and Commilſi1n; +4 
the eArmy, avi payd tem ; and therefore the Army are |;-. 
v4arts te the Parliament. 

Eng, That the Parliament was the Bugy of the preple, we 
deny not; and when It came to palle that a d:f2rnnge =. 12- 
tween the King ana then; they calied tothe prope, "in <4. 
thus; ) FFe are your Truſter, Jour Depzties, Jou Jin ah 43 
bitrer to preſerve ava maintain goar Rights , tie King 54.5 
bighly Violatrd many of them, aud fell perſiſteth, 2nd by f:rce 
will gompell is to jrild 12 him, Therefore come and afſif us, 
2:4 Band np for your ſelves sn your lawfull defence, aud for 
your liberties, The people enexrfally to profteute thoſe ends, 
e2me, and t50x np the Siyord, managed the War, with the 
24vice of their Repreſ-ntative Body, not as ſeryants to the 
Parliarnent ; but as thoſe that entruſted them, that were bound 
co defend them, while they purſned the ends of their preſez- 
virion, and ſafety : Not as Servants, or Mercenary men, foc 
Wagrs, (for the Patliament neither had it, nor did give it, 
br onr of the peoples parſes; ) but as Free-men of Exglznd, 
f)rth-irown liberties, aneo whom God hath given the Vico- 
ry; who now ftand not bound in Daty and Conſcience te 
2ny af{:mbly of men, no more then formerly te the King, ta 
be eommanded to doe their wills: But as Members of the Er.g- 
{iſh Nation, to purſue the juſt eads of their undertaking, 3: 
recovery and preſervaticn of their iiderties, as well agaioft 
any Par!jament. thar ſhall violate their Rights, as againſt King 
and Lords, avd no more to yeild themſelves flaves to any new 
Power or Goveinment, then they did to the old. 

Scotl, [ am 6 willing to ſay any thing agamft former pro. 
seedings, berauſe we had our banas therem, &s weil ms you ; 
but this. both Jo8 aus we may plegae for owr ſeives, neceſi: 5 
forced wa to it : But We oauyet ſee any weceſſity for ths rath 
#xdeitihing, 

£»gl, Dye you not remember how oſten ite frmy hath 

| D $0 
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(3 ) 
Promiſed, Covenented, Remonfirated, and Ingaged, yea, cvey 
and over again, to endeavour a through Reformation, and 
ſnch a ſetled provihon and ſeenrity for preſervation of the 
Rights and Liberties of the people, as Men, and as Chrifti- 
ans, 2s ſhonld net He lizble re fature violation > Tf they 
ſhould fayle of this, were they not moſt perfidions unto God, 
and treacherous to the people? And when they fonnd the Pay- 
liament negle&ing their duty; and on the contrary. begin- 
ning (0 Jay aſide the chiefeRt worthies of the eArmy, who had 
hearts moſt enfarged, and integrity moſt unſipotted and were 
every way beſt fitted, net onely for the conduRt of the Army, 
bur for carrying on the good ends of the Warr ; ſhould the 
Souldijer fit till, and hold their pezee, and ſuffer ſnch to be ſer 
over them, of whom they had little, or no experience, whoſe 
Principles were known inconfiftent with Chriſtian Freedom, 
whoſe intereſt or abilicies, were not able to withſtand the 
commen Enemy ; but onthe contrary, gave them new en. 
couragerment, and freſh hopes. 

Scotl, We canner eaftly beleeve theſe things, that the P ay. 
liament could have any ſuch deſignes, for they have ffill car- 
ryed on the Work with wa 

Engl, Doe you not remember, after the King was delivered 
1nto our hands, what tampering was made, what endeavonrs 
nſcd for patching up a peaee with him, and how Jong was it, 
2nd with what diffevlty obtained, to hare Votes pafſed for 
no more Addrefſes> Was not the Army forced to Petition 
from all places and quarters, to have Him and other Delin+- 
quents brought to Juſtice? (when they found by his ſecluſion 
from al evill Conneellors (on whom, til] then. they were fill 
deſirous to lay the blame) that he was chiefly guilty.) And 
afrerwards how did they fill negleR to purſne their duty, the 
good ends of the Warr. but as they were even confirained to 
it> How often were we forced to acenſe, and impeach, and turn 
our their malignant tempers, purge them over and over, and 
at laſt turn out the whole? I pray you look back, and reli us, 
whar good Att did they, to. which they were not forced ? 
How ofren has the Army,and other good people, 4 

| cn ? 


EB 
them? and how ©ften wem they by then checked, in Read of 
thanked ? Doe but confider how long time they had, between 
1643, that they charged the Government, and 1653. that 
they were diffolved, and how ſew 4s they made, that are 
purſuant to the change of Government, and ef continving 
good tothe people? Whieh of onr burthens are caſed? which 
of our grievances redrefled? does not the whole Land prean 
under heavy preiſares, which in a ſmall part of that time, 
might have been eaſed ? ER 

Seotl. Fe areof the ſame mind with you, that they were b1d 
enrnch in time paſt, But, we hope, that juſt rebuke and ſhame 
which they have ſs loug layn under, has made them ſenſible of 
former miſcarriages, and that they would row deable their di- 
ligeree, and improve their time to the beſt advantage. 

Engl. Onrhope of that, was a greaf inducement to us, to 
ea]l rhem together : Bat we ſoon found onr miſtake ; for 
within a very ſew weeks, they hecan to fall into Gdings, and 
partics, and the worſer got the tipper hand, Their time for 
neer fix Moneths, they paſied away, almoſt wholly in ſetlivg 
the Power of the Nation, both Military and Civill, in ſuch 
hands, as they conceived wonld be trne to them, and their ab- 
ſolute authority, wich ſuch artifice, that not any man might 
ſpeak a word in diſlike of their proceedings, but they could 
turn him ont with a word; ſo that, what they had a mind to 
doe. the people might take; and what they diſliked, neither 
| the Army nor any others might effer nor aske. 

Cer]. We conceive, that the Military Power, eng bt to be 
ſebjeft ro the Civill, and thes was but to bring the Sword into 
the noonfes own hands, 

Fezl. We know not why the Civill power onght to be 
£:\lec the peovles hands. mere then the Military ; we know 
where the pzople have found their greateſt flirengthy and we 
hop* the Army is as much Civill, as the Magiſtrate: and we 
confiſe, rhe ends of onr war being anſwered, and ſecured ; 
both Swords belong ro the people. Bar had the Body of the 
People of England the Sword in their own hands ; you, as well 

: B : 42s 
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© We, know how ſoon they woald debroy noth you, ard us, 


21d themſelves, And for this Alleab v, HUthct lO icttle q 
Government, with ſutficient cantion anc lecurity tor the en- 
joyment of onr Liberties, oar dear bvght purehaſe, por to 
Declace at what they aymed in order t161eunto; but raſhly ro 
(ubjeR all henelt men and honeſt inteien of the Nation, to 
the wiicdom, will, and picaſure of that Houle, and thoſe that 
ſhould ineceed chem ; arynes vither a very bad Celigne, or groſs 
inadvertency, not to be reavi'y (uff:red; and had we yeilded 
co that prevayling party, we may wel! {uppole the honeſt in« 
rereſt of the Nation had been layd very low in a ſhort time. 
Scotl. But we heare, the chiefe difference began aboxt Gee 
weral Officers. ard we are of the [ſims mind with the Parlia. 
ment, that there are enovwgh General! Officers; for we have found 
how aargeroms it is to have men is ſuch great power, they may 
make themſelves Kings or Protetor:s, or what they pleaſe, 
Exgl. If che Parliament was againſt Generall Officers, why 
cidtoney in ne day make ſeven; tie eArmy dehiied but three 
or foare,to render their Condud& more intireand regular, and 
with (ueb ſnbordinations as became che ſeverall Truſts; ha- 
ving found by dear bonght experience, That there i; no ſafe- 
ty, but in o7rderand diſeipline : And they were ſach perſong, 
as the Army knew, ard had tryed, and Gurſt follew in the 
oreateft hazards, ſuch asrhe Parliament chemſelves, as beſt de- 
ſerving, enployed in the higheſt Trufis withthe Arty, and of 


whoſe fidelity, they had been ſaſficiently afſured. And ycu had 
no reaſon to be offenged at it, for your Generall was one, ſo 


great eftezm had the Armof him, But we may well ſuppoſe, 
That had the Army pitched en ſome perſons of the Parliament, 


they had not been b'amed for asking Generall Offieers ; which 


elearly appears by thoſe mens carriage, who while they oppoſe 
the Army, carry on their own defigne, to get themſelves na- 


does your Generall, and Chief Officers blame us, as having a 
defigneto bring the Armies of Scotland and Ireland, in ſubs 
jection to the Army of England : and that to nineorten Pere 


logs, 


med, and-then with greedineſs accept it, But I pray, why 


FF 

ſons; and it May be thoſe to a fingle One? May Wenot mnch 
racher ſaſpeR, that tae Parliament, who pats the whole truſt 
of the Armyzs of the three Nations into ſeven hands, which 
are Jeſſe rhen nine or ten, had a more danzcrous purpoſe f 
Your General] in Srorlans they name for ons ; Lieutevant 
Generall Lndlowe (who was to be in Jre/and) for anether ; 


Colonell Overton, whe was to be at Hull, for a third « Then 
three of the remaining party, which they had prepared, ail of 
one mind, might doe with Generall Flcerwood, what they plea- 
ſed, and how ſoon one of thoſe three might out-wit, vr over- 
perſwade, if not over-pawer the other two, let any man 
judge ; and whether the Parliaments way. or Armies defire, 
ya3 more like to ſet up a fingle Perſon? And thus were che 
Aynias of the three Nattons, whiel hitherto have bcen wiſely 
managed by the Generall, with the advice of his: (ouncill of 


Officers, brought to the will of three perſons, (and thoſe ſach, 


as the Army ſeldom knew in the Feild, and of whoſe Spirits 


and Principles, they knew much, and heard wore) either to 


carry on their defipnes,or to be turnedout at their vleature, 
Seotl, [ confeſſe now yow ſay very mach, and | begin ro be 
ſenſible of a greater darger then I could before imagines. 

E:gl. Nay, my Fellow. ſouldier. this is nor all; Burto pnr= 
ſn* their defigne farther, they haſtily paſſe an f@. Thar it 
ſhou'd be Treaſon for any Man, to Receiveor Pay any Monies 
wha ſoever, for Publique uſe, withont conſent of the Pecple 
in Parliament, If they continue to ht; Jr appears. they Reſol- 
ved, not to give the eArmy a Farthing, till they became ſnh- 

jeR rotheir wili's, and quir their Intereſt in rhe Good Caufe 
we havebin ingaged in; but rather ro provoke, and enconrage 
the People, to riſe up againft them, Whar fad and dangerous 
conſequences might have followed, we may w<ll concerve; bur 
we dare. hardly ſuffer to enter into our though $; God of his 
merey (to the poor People of Evxgland, and to reſcue their 
almoſt loft Lib=rcies) hath. we hope. prevented them. 


Seat), But ſrrely the Parliament intended onely to brive the 
power of the Army ento the peoples Dands, and +heve to leave it-2 
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for it 50nd not be out of ny life dcfirae ; trey yaſſed a Fatcrort * 
5a fit longer then My rex, | | 

Engl, Aas, | have y .u alrricy, to put the SWerd inte the 
peoples bends, that 1s, the Booy of the Cormon people, 
15 At Once to make voyd ail that ever we have been do. 
ing : That the Sword (while 1t 18 1n the Armyes hand) 1s 
wn the peoples, that is. the vood peoples hand, and for them 
whom Go} hath even che ViSiory and Power urto, we dos 
plainly Declare : and chat we are in their Reads, bcing in 
Num >e: 23 merny as at preient necds, the reſt of our Bre. » = © 
thren are in other fervices, and 1n their Callings, and we 
are one in intereft with them, as allo for the good of all, 
yea, even our Enemies, th.t in the enq of all our Travells, 
Peace, and Righ:eoulneie, and Juſtice, might abound to 
every one, And as to what you lay, That they paſſed a 
Fote to fit no lovger then Nay nexd + Doe not you know how OM 
cate a thing it is, one fy to Vote, and the next to uy- 
vote ? What preparation cia they make then to end their 
fitting e Was rot their great 40 Ham Works t9 ſettle the 
G2vernmaent ? | pray what progrefie did chey make in that ? 
Hd no: they ſpeot halfe their time, meerly to ſecure theme 
ſelve;, and get all power into their own hands, aud ſcarce 
Look notice of the Governvere ? And if you ſay, This 
they had yet time enorgh for that, five or fix Mancihs bifo: e 
tem : \t ſeems ftrange that in tive Moneths th:y can nor 
doe that, which they could nct in five Years before, Bur 
to ſeticle the Government 1s not all, the whole Nation js r9 RN. 
be broucht into comp!yanee with it, and all things to be « 
reguliced accordingly 3 and if they con'd have feiled the 
Government in the firt Moneth, we conceive there bal 
been werk enough for them to have done the whiole Year 
after ya purſnantc thereof, and ſo thoſe will find, that cons 
ro nadertake it, But that they intended to ſpin ovt the 
rime, and put a neceffity vpen all, to haye them fic longer, 
ſaxracr appears, in that they kept the whole Nyiios of 
Ss6114.4 and Ireland, without any Civill Jndicuture, and all $7 

Officer, 
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Offer, both Civill and Military in this Nation, almoſt in 
their own hands, giving onely very ſhort times both to the 
Lieutenant Generall of the Army, and allo to the Judges, 
that ſo all things might either dye with themſelves, and 


leave the three Nations in confufion ; er all men might 


conſent of neceſſity, chart they might continue, None were 
fir for any thing, but themſelves ; no ethers worthy to be 
traſked: How many worthy men food ready and willing to 
contrivute their afhijlance, which * might have enabled the 
Honſe to have done more in a Moneth, then themiſcives a= 
lonz, by a Parliamentary way, could dee in ſix ? What de- 
{11ez were made, that it might be heard, what honeft Men 
had co offer concerning a Government, the great concern 
of the Nation, and all People therein; and thar a Commit- 
t2e for that purpole might be appointed, that ſo we might 
Fave the advantage of the choycet Lights in the Nation : 


Burt, as if they world make, that all Wiſedom, as well as 
Power, Was confined within the Walls of that Houſe, they 


vouid Keep all to themſelves, And if they intended (as you 


ſzy) to fit no. longer then {lay next, ſo much greater is 
their blame; to (ebjeRt all to their Succeſlors, of whoſe 

evalar Eleftion, (notwithſtanding all the limitations and 
qualifications they could provide) we conld not be affured, 
nor of their adhearcnce afterwards, to the Good Cauſe of 
theſe Nations. 


Seo:l. But alas, row you have difſolved all that had any 


facs of Crvuill Axthority in the Nation ; Nething remaines, 


but the Sword to Rule and Governe, which # a thing we hate 
as much as the people gan doe. : 

Engl. That which we have difſolved; 1ts true, had the 
Pace, bat was no more the Civi!ll Authority of the Nation, 
then the Sword ; for by vertne of that have they Ruled 
That there was not both a-good Government, and Civill 
Authority ſatled, was onely their own faalc ; and their ng. 
le&, was the cauſe of their firſt interruption, and cur late 
[noovatigns, man finding in ſo many Years, ſo liccle Fruir 
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to tneir own hands; but what they would have done aſter, 

few know ; one.y we may gueſſe by their former carl» 
agCs | 

SEO, our 7 274), that ave you intend ſwrther "7 het es 
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you #v7 v97 pur09's alwenes to keep wp the Sword, Whey 
we Fave 4 Parc ement, for that onely will ſatifie ww, gd the 


T> -overne by the Sword, js rot more hatefall 
(0. 4a-v, 1322 517 ie:ves ; and had the Jate Aſlembly gcne 
aben: ite Framing and (etling ſuch a Government. as mighr 
have an:weree the ends of our late warrs and troubles, the 
had caken a wiler conrle to have engaged both Army and 
Peep'e to them, And as for the Callite of a Parliament . 
ſo ſon as a Forme of Government is acrecd, vpon ſach 
Principles and Fundamentall Conflitutions, as may fully ſe. 
eure our dear bought Liheriies; yor will heare, that the 
Calling of a Parliament will be the ficſt work. 

Seotl. How ! when a Forme of Gevernmerr i; agreed on . 
T prey who muſt agree in that ? Cay any doe 1+ but a Parli- 
ament *? | 
Engl. In Exgland heretofore, Parliaments never had ie 
1n taeir Power to meddle with, or diſrute the Ferme of our 
Government, that was never in queſtion before them: Kings 
were alwayes granted to be our \hicf Rulers ; and there. 
fore here 1s the Gronnd of your milizke : The difference 
berwixt King and Parliament, was not about the Govern. 
ment ; bur the Laws by which we were to be Governed . 
which after a Government ſertied, will be le(t te Parliaments. 
as before, 

Scot]. he then muſt appoint 4 Government f 


Evel. 


; o .J” 


ET” 


PI 


Þ 


T7 


Exgl, You muſt confider, That our warr bath not been 


berwixt the people of a whole Nation (wherein all were of 


one mind) and a Forreigner ; but a Civill Warr among (t 
our ſelves, one party azainft another, ard a third party 
looking en, And finding in the purſuice of that juſt Cavſe 
of Liberty which was begnn, That the very Forme of Gv- 
verhment Was as well burthenſome. as the Ruling Perlon 
2nd his Prerogative ; we ſaw it neceflary, to lay alide both 
together ; which thovgh it. begat us new Enemies, and was 
oppoſed by many ; yet, God was pleaſed to proſper, and 
eive ns the Conqueſt over them, And now, (to tell you 
the truth, in plain rermes) we conceive, that in deciding 
this Controverfie, God hath not onely given power to thoſe 
that were infiruments In cafi9izz £2 B12 work ameneſt ns, 
ro ſeeure their own Liberties; but alſo to ſee ſuch a it 
Forme of Government ſetled, as will fully eſtabliſh the 
Rights of all other men, and deliver them from that bon- 
dage under whieh they have long layne, both as to the in- 
ner and ontward man ; from which God hath now reſcu- 
cd them with a fireng hand, as he did our Fathers of old 
frem Egyptian ſlavery. And we conceive it is pot onely 
the right, but the duty of all choſe whom God hath kepr 
ftedfaſt; to carry on this work ; not onely to ſee a Forme 
of Government ſetled in roome of that which is caſt down ; 
But ſach a Forme as will in the Principles and Fundamens 
call Conftitutions thereof, fully ſertle and ſcenre onr Liher- 
cies, as Men and Chriftians, the ſurme of that grod Cauſe 
ia which: we have been ſo long engaged. And that they 
ougat not to give up the power witch God hath given uno 
ro them; nnto the cemmon newtrall and diſaffeRed ſririt 
of the Nation, to Judge of, and determine what hath been 
the quarrell, and what ſhall ſatisfie and be the priee of fo 
ranch Blood and Treaſnre ; which is the onely eauſe, why 
we diflike a Free Parliament, that 1s, a Parliament choſen 
dy the bedy of the people, Newters and Enemies, as well as 
Friends, > 
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Tentl, Tywvely wa fears 4 Free Parliinont, that re, a Part 
l:an:611 c-ſen by the whele Body of the Perple, as well a4 
Jy” ; 11:4 herein we are it &« firans, We ave ſatiiflied, That a 
P ar {tivient ts the beſt Government ; and Jrt a Free DParlia- 
mort wall deſfrom 114, and that chiefly makes wi eall for the old 
P ar; next. which of neceſſity, eves fer ſeijs ſecnrity, we conn 
cetv:d would aaheve to our Canſe. 

Engl, As to the old Parliament, I have ſaid encoeh » 
an2 i! you wil! have mote. I pray what Juriid:dtinn had 
Cicy over Ireland and Scetlard, tkele by whom they wore 
Pot choten, Was it by the peoples conſent, or our Cenguail ? 
1 hin: this, to ſhew you how much they have walked by 
onr Principles, which they would now cordemne; ard have 
tiey not {;]l owned ws in all things we Cid, till 1653, and 
zafiine us in turning cat ali others, till it c2me to their 
£55 cturne, that did as juſtly deſerve it. And as for Par- 
laments, vis, Repreſentatives, Trufiees, or Deputies of the 
Peace, we are cleare with you, That all power being in the 
P*oPÞ'e, their Delegated power cught to be Supreme ; yer, 
e£>ntcer their Truſt, 1s Rill eonditionall, and therefore liable 
to the ſame queſtion. and puniſhment, 2s Kings, or others x 
and we are as much for Parliaments, as you can be after 
a Gevecnment ſetled. And ſeeing our former Gcvern- 
ment 1s difolved. (I meane Menarchy,) we look upon the 
god rtople of Expland, as Rtanding with the Sword in their 
hands (wh:ch 1s their highe&t State of Soveraignty, incln. 
ging in it all lower Magiſteriall Offices) not ſnbjeRted to 
the Ru'es o! any Forme of Civill Government ; bur what 
themſe.ves (:rderly Aſſembled for that purpoſe) ſhall think 
f. to make; which being onee agrted, and {etled; We doe 
Profeſie 3nd Declare our free and ready ſvbjeftion theres» 
unto : and either ro returne to eur particular Voeations 
(if there can be found ſufficient intrinſecall fixength and 
yi-wnr in any ſuch frame ef ſettlement, (cur CONGILION 
cintidered) as to ſypport 1t feite againſt viible eppefition) 
to he (-rvants tothe Pecple ts court ine lame againit all 
\ {Gs a Datliotier, Icotl. 
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Scotl. But what ? Can you ſet limits to a Parliament? how 


Pau you Yeſtraine their abſolute power ? that will take away 
their Freeacm, aud Privileape. 

E:gl, After many ſharpe conteſts berween our Ance- 
lors, and the Kings of Exglaxd ; our Anceſtors at laſt got 
a Grant of their Liberties, which were ſetled in a Chear- 
er, as Fandamentall Cenſtitations, not to be altered ; and 
all Laws afterwards te be made contrary or repugnant 
thereunto, were to be yoyd, which was yearly to be Read 
in Publique Cearts of Judicature, and a ſolemne Curſe 
t© be pronounced again thoſe that broke it, which was of 
force 11i}) rhe late Change of Government, and yet was 
ncyer taxcn as an abtidgemevnt of Parliamentary Power, or 
ecftrains of their Libercies ; but was rather efteemed the 
great Bulyarks of the peoples Freedomes, which neither 
Kings nor Parliaments cenld alter. And therefore, (upon 
this new Conqueſt over Monarchy) we belceve, it is the 
guty of theſe to whem God hath given the VidRtory, te 
ſee ſuch Fandam:ntall Confſticntions ſetled, as are conſe. 
nant to the Law of God, and Principles af Juſtice and 
Righteouſnefſe, 2nd that juſt Freedom, beth az to the in- 
ward and cxiward man, which belongs to every man, as 2 
Member of the Creation of God, (the great work that 
God hath been doivg amengſt ns, and will carry on, and 
bring to paſle in the whole Earth) and te ſce the ſame ſo 
fortified and ſecured, with provifion againſt a'l kinds of vis- 
lation, that the people may be no more putto wake a new 
purchaſe of it. : 

Seotl, Thowgh yow ſhould ceme to a ſettlement thu may 
have much good in vi, | canuot ſee how you can ſecure it ; 
the next Parliament will clazme an abſolute pow:r. and will 


goe zcer to alter it, if it be but even to ſhew theiv Amtho. 
THY) 
Evgl, If ſuch a ſpirit (hall be in the Parliament, as ta 
alrer good things ſerled : How much further off would they 
be to !ay tack 2 — ? and therefore luch expedi- 
ents 
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ents ranſt he uſed, as wi lprown: that miſc'vef. and yer 1-zve 
the Parliament Free, which mult be provided fer inthe Fourme 
of Government, 
Sevtl. [ pray what Govariment Ac? 08 iritexd to ſet wp ? 
and ſering you clayme the reopt cf Forming a Governmers : 
what malt others exre# from you. 
Engl. We, that 1s to ſay, the Army onely, doe not elayme 
any ſuch rig, Bur we, that 18 to ſay. the Body o! the good 
People, adicarents to this Caule In all the jev-{rall Nations, 
WO conttine RN far hiull eherennto, (whereof we are 8 
part, and in on: Brethrens ſtead, left to gelebd both them, 
and onr (elves, in proſceution 6f th- work, till it be fini- 
ſhed) doe make this clayme ; not tha: we defire to hare the 
Government in our hands; no: that we defirethe Sword ſhould 
Rale ; not that we deſire to abridge any other man of his 
Li>erty ; or that he ſhou!d be a ſlave, much lefle a ſubjeA 
to vs, Bar we being called together, in Gefence of thoſe 
juſt rights in common, whiek belong to us, and every man 
in partien/ar; and having od:2ined (ureefieto our juſt Canſe, 
We eannot, we dare ner, (left not ohely the ruine of our 
ſelves, bur allo of eur priterities ; and not onely fo, bur 
the wi>le Nations, whora Grd h1th given 1t into onr powers 
to preſerve,as well as cur ſelves. ſhould be layd to our charge) 
part aſander, nor ſafer cur (elves to be divided, till onr Li. 
berties. and the Liberties of all men, be ſecured, 
Sentl. But ffill you will be Judge! yorr ſelves, 

Erg] Our own innocency and integrity, is that which 
juſtifies vs in the fight of God, from whom we have onr 
firength, who hath judged for 9, And it 1s not reaſonable, 
char we ſhonld Rand at the Jadgerrent Seat of our Ere- 
mies, nor of thoſe who have net known our Canſe, nor pat 
their hands to earry it oÞ, Had all the people of England 
with ene conſent, taken part with us, there had b:en no 
ſach difference, as to perſcny or intereſis. Bnt yon know, 
the greater part of the Nation were againſt ur; and if they 
might be Jndges, you, as w2ll as we, uaderfiand yhat wow 
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be the iſſue, thowgh in our principles, their Liberties; as well 
81 our own. Will be ſecured, 

Seoil, 1 pray you tell me what thoſe Principles ave, 

E-gl. 1 way (ay in ſhort, all ear Prineiples are ſummed 
up in one, fornged upon that jnlt and righteous Rule, 
wherein 1s fulilied the vihole Law and the Prophets ; As 
you wonld have men doe unto you, even {n.doe ye rnto 
them : wich 1inelndes 1h it the periect Freedom, of Con- 
{ctence, of Perlon, an3 of Eſtate, and which we onely waitce 
and long to ſce efiabliſhed, 

Sevtl, If that be yoar Principle, I bope we ſhill never 
differ ; for we doe with as much earnefineſſe 4s your ſelves, 
lowg to fee ſuch « Governnent, aud Laws [etled, as flayd np- 
0» that Fouuattion : Ard if we (hall conjefſe. that the late 
Aſſembly was no Parl:ament, but that their authority % per- 
felty determined, that you had good Rerſoy and Reght to end 
their ftitizg, ard engit to proceed to purſue the ends of the 
great cauſe of jaff Liberty. [t will uot at all preivdige the 
rights of the people , and I beleeve that generally the people 
would be a4 Little ſa'tfied as yonr ſelves, to have that Aſſes. 
bly rule over ther, Bat yot theſe things ſecm ſtrange. and cone 
trAry $9 047 ancieut Laws ana Government - avd 10m we kr: ow 
821 where, nor how to come to a ſettlement, 
Exgl, If yon lovk upon the Parliament, and thrir pro. 
ceedings, or on the Army, and theirs, you will find, that 
in our whole eonrſe, there was ſeldome any ſuch agree- 
ment, which the Rule of former Laws and Conſtitutions 
of Govern:rent tat the ations of either conid be clear- 
ly and fully jutifed th-reby. any longer then the Law of 
Sneceſs and Conqueſt did nphold them ; and the inward 
warrant of Jafties, ard Ri:hceouſneſſe did enconrage them 
in ſuch their atinzgs, Neither ceuld it be ctherwiſe; thoſe 
Laws that viere made fer the ſuppert of our former Goes 
vernment, beins 25 conrrary to Principles of juſt Freedom, 
2s the Gnyernours or Government If (e)te. 

$:0:i1, Byt { hops you will wot thence inferr, that theres 
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fore you may breaks avd make vojd ail either oxr good Laws 
at 73:14, pMoaſure, 

Ep/, All Laws that are jaſt and £quall, will be feurd 
to ſpring ſrom the Root of all power, the Law of God, 
which is the Foundation of all Laws thac are juſt ; and as 
they are conſonant thereunto, they will agree with thay 
Prineiple which we own and hoid ferth, and defire to be 
found in. And we ſhall be ſorry if any fhall aecnſo us of 
the violation of any ſach Laws ; we hope they canner, 

Scatl. 7'racly for our parts mavy of ws: (we can ſay tt) we 
world not fight ju a perſouvil quarrel, not for the beſt of Pey: 
ſent, neither for ember? of a Parliament, wor for the Offi. 
cers of the Army ;, bun for the goed Cauſe of juſtice, free- 
dome and Rightcouſreſſe, in which we heave beer engaged - 
that encly will God bleſſe, who r:flefls vo mans Perſon, thas 
worke onely will he carry on, and therein ([ am convinced b 
gonr Diſconſe,) iu the yower and trne Authority ; and all who 
are found flanding in it, will need »o other warrant. And 
new Fel.ow-ſeuldier, [ muſt rake my leave. beirg flad of tha 
hb «py Meeting, ayd ſhall change my purpoſe of goimg any furs 
ther Soathward ; and ſhall returne immediately 10 my Bree. 

 Phrer in Sentland, » bo 1 hope will be m:ych ſati;fied to hears 
of theſe things, Onely ] wonld faine bave ſpoken a linils 
with 1: abont the Government you intend to ſettle, But is 
a few dayes, (if you will promiſe to meet we) | hope to ve- 
enrre, and have a better oppor 'mnity. Till then, I bid yog 
Parewelil, And ſo ſbaking Hands, they parted, 


The end of the firſt Part. 


